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Abstract. Acylation of polystyrene with trifluoroacetic
anhydride in a solution of aprotonic solvents, namely 1,2dichloroethane, chlorobenzene at the presence of Lewis acid
as a catalyst results in obtaining fluorinated polystyrenes,
which possess trifluoroacetic fragments in a benzoic ring,
preferably in the position 4. In order to achieve 70 %
substitution of benzene rings in polystyrene macromolecules, the ratio polystyrene: trifluoroacetic anhydride : AlCl3
must be at least 1:2:4.4 mol correspondingly.
Keywords: modification, polystyrene, trifluoroacetic
anhydride, fluoropolymers

Today this approach is especially urgent because a
long list of fluorinated organic compounds such as carbon
acids, alcohols, amines etc. are industrial products.
Attaching perfluorinated side chains to traditional polymers
allows combining properties of the last ones with specific
properties of micro hetero phases, formed by
perfluorinated side fragments. This approach was
confirmed by obtaining perfluorinated polyacrylates and
polymethacrylates [20-22].

2. Experimental

1. Introduction

2.1. Materials

It is well known, that fluoropolymers are
characterized by a complex of unique properties, such as
high thermal and chemical stability, poor solubility in
organic solvents, biocompatibility etc. [1, 2]. At the same
time another point of a great practical importance is surface
properties of fluoropolymers: poor adhesion, low friction
coefficient, hidrophobicity, high scratch resistance etc [3].
Today fluorinated analogues of all known classes
of polymers are obtained and fluoropolymers are
represented in a wide range. As usual, fluoropolymers are
obtained by the polymerization or polycondensation reaction
of appropriate fluoromonomers [4]. However they are
quite expensive due to complicated production
technologies. This factor is the main barrier on the way to
wide implementation of fluoropolymers.
It was shown by Zisman [5], that perfluorinated
organic compounds are characterized by very low surface
energy. Perhaps the reason of this fact is a well-ordered
construction of the surface layers, which contain CF2
or CF3 fragments. In some specific cases such layers
can form high ordered surface micro hetero phases [6,
7]. Due to their extremely low surface energies polymers
with fluorocarbon segments in side chains have recently
received particular attention [8-19].
On the other hand the surface properties of
fluoropolymers can be reproduced by the method of
introduction of perfluorinated fragments (CF2)nCF3 into
traditional polymers.

Polystyrene (PS 148H, Germany), trifluoroacetic
anhydride 99.5 % and AlCl3 (both from Aldrich) were used
without preliminary purification. Solvents (1,2dichloroethane, chlorobenzene, dimethylformamide, ether)
were purified in accordance with [23].

2.2. Synthesis of fluoropolystyrene
1.0 g (0,0096 mol) of polystyrene has been loaded
to 150-200 ml three-neck flask, equipped with the stirrer,
condenser, pipe for inert gas purging and thermometer.
The condenser has a small catcher with CaCl2 in his top
part to prevent the water vapour penetration into the
reactor. Polystyrene has been dissolved in 30 ml of dry
1,2-dichlorethane while heating, then cooled to 293 K and
4.0 g (0.0190 mol) of trifluoroacetic anhydride was added
(2 mol per 1 mol of polystyrene). Under the flow of inert
gas 2.53 g (0.0190 mol) of AlCl3 was added by small
batches during 10-15 min and the mixture was stirred
during 1 h at 288293 K and then 3 h at approx. 353 K.
During this period the mixture becomes yellow and brown.
The suspension is cooled to 293 K, 10 ml of
dimethylformamide (DMFA) is added, then it is filtered
throw the filter paper and the precipitate is washed with
10 ml of 1,2-dichlorethane. 60-70 ml of ether is added to
the filtrate in order to precipitate the modified polystyrene.
After several hours in a refrigerator the liquid is
amalgamated from the resin again. The resin is squashed
with filter paper and dried primarily on air and than under
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vacuum at 333353 K. Approx 1.5 g of fluorinated
polystyrene has been yielded as a solid brown substance.
The amount of trifluoroacetic anhydride can be varied
from 1 to 4 mol per 1 mol of polystyrene and the amount
of AlCl3 is 0.54.0 mol per 1 mol of trifluoroacetic anhydride.

2.3. Methods of analysis
The content of fluor was determined by the method
described in [24]. Infrared spectra (IR) were obtained using
Specord M-80 apparatus, Carl Zeiss, Jena, Germany, with
the relevant absorption interval in the 4000400 cm-1 range
and NMR spectra, using Bruker AC-F 300 Ì in CD3C(O)
CD3 acetone. Hexamethyldisiloxane was used as the internal
standard. Chemical shift of proton signals was determined
by the positions of centers of symmetry.
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Polystyrene macromolecules consist of elementary
links of phenyl ethylene, the benzoic rings of which are
activated to electrophilic reagents action due to alkyl
substitute with +²-effect. These rings tend to reactions of
electrophilic substitution and can be slightly acylated under
Friedel-Krafts conditions. This peculiar property of
polystyrene was used for introduction of trifluoroacetic
fragments into benzoic rings. Polystyrene was acylated
by trifluoroacetic anhydride (TFA) in the media of
aprotonic anhydrous solvents (1,2-dichloroethane or
chlorobenzene) in the presence of Lewis acid as a catalyst.
The scheme of the process can be described as follows:
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Table
Characteristics of fluorinated polystyrenes
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Obtained fluorinated polystyrenes contain from 7.3
to 18.6 % of fluorine, depending on the molar ratio
polystyrene : trifluoroacetic anhydride and insufficiently
on the nature of the solvent. The acylation occurs a bit
better in 1,2-dichloroethane, due to better solvatation of
intermediate ions. At the same time it can be seen from
Table that no more than 25 % of initial amount of TFA
reacts with polystyrene.
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This method allows to adjust the degree of substitution
and as a result  the content of fluorinated fragments in
modified polystyrenes. The presence of CF3C(O) groups
was confirmed by IR and NMR-spectroscopy, element
analysis and by determination of fluorine content. The general
characteristics of the products obtained are shown in Table.
The amount of ÀlCl3catalyst was equimolar to the TFA amount
in all syntheses. The analysis of NMR spectra shows that
trifluoroacetic groups enter preferably in n-position in relation
to ethylene substitute. This fact can be explained by the steric
hindrances which occur in o-positions.
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3. Results and Discussion
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An interpretation of IR spectra of certain fluorinated
polystyrenes shows that intensive stretching of carbonyl
bonds in trifluoroacetic groups  n(Ñ=Î)  appears at
1664 cm-1, n(ÑF) stretches  at 1200 and 1152 cm-1.
The carbon-carbon bonds in a benzoic ring stretch at
1600,1512,1540 cm-1 and d(ÑÍ)  at 1432, 1368 cm-1.
In 1H-NMR spectrum the protons of acylated rings
appear in downfield at 7.58 (3) and 7.22 (2) ppm.
Simultaneously, the signals of the protons in unsubstituted
rings result at 7.107.13 ppm. Aliphatic protons create
signals in upfield within the range 2.601.12 ppm. The
shifts of aromatic protons signals in fluorinated
polystyrenes to downfield testify the strong electron
accepting properties of trifluoroacetyl fragments.
The dependence of the degree of substitution (D.S.)
on the molar ratio trifluoroacetic anhydridepolystyrenes
is shown in Fig.1.
One can see from Fig. 1 that correlation of D.S.
with the amount of TFA has the linear character, at the
same time the efficiency of its usage is not high. In order
to achieve the total acylation in the benzene rings, the ratio
of TFA to polystyrene units should be approx. 10 to 1.
With regard to the catalyst, its amount affects
the degree of substitution too. The dependence of the
degree of substitution on the amount of AlCl3 catalyst is
shown in Fig.2.

Synthesis of Fluorinated Polystyrene

13

 
 
 
 

' 6 

 
 

Fig. 1. Dependence of the degree
of substitution (D.S.) on the molar ratio
trifluoroacetic anhydridepolystyrene.
(Amount of AlCl3 is 1.5 mol per mol of TFA)
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Fig. 2. Dependence of the degree
of substitution on the molar ratio
catalyst: trifluoroacetic anhydride.
(The ratio PSt:TFA = 1:2)
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One can see from Fig. 2 that D.S. grows if the amount of the catalyst in the reaction mixture is increased. But
if its amount reaches 2 moles, this increasing becomes inessential.
Such a correlation becomes clear considering the mechanism of the process. Acylation reaction is a typical
electrophilic displacement in the benzoic rings of the polystyrene, in which solvated ion trifluoroacetylium (ÑF3CO+)
or its complex with AlCl3 plays the role of electrophilic agent:
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In accordance with this scheme the formation of one mole of electrophile (ÑF3CO+) needs 2 mol of AlCl3 per 1
mol of TFA [25]. Furthermore some amount of the catalyst undergoes deactivation due to the interaction with
trifluoroacetic acid, which is the by-product of the acylation reaction:
&)&22+$O&O
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The electrophile formed attacks the benzoic ring of polystyrene macromolecule forming at first the s-complex
and then poly(4-trifluoroacetylstyrene):
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It is important to highlight that if the degree of
substitution increases the solubility of the polymer in
chlorobenzene and dichloroethane goes down. Fluorinated
polystyrenes with the degree of substitution more than
0.6 are practically insoluble in dichloroethane. They can
be soluble only in dimethylformamide. This fact is very
important if fluorinated polystyrenes would be used for
preparation of polymeric compositions. A poor solubility
in components of composition throws out fluorinated
2
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polystyrene onto the surface and makes its properties the
same as fluoropolymers have.
Moreover, trifluoroacetic anhydride could be used
as the catalyst for acylation reaction of polystyrene by
another aliphatic fluorinated acid. As a result of the
interaction of trifluoroacetic anhydride with organic acid
the hybrid anhydride is formed, which is able to form
elctrophile from that part of its molecule, which does not
belong to trifluoroacetic fragment [26]:
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As a result the acylic fragments of other fluorinated
acids could be introduced into polystyrene.

4. Conclusions
1. Trifluoroacetic fragments can be introduced into
the aromatic ring of polystyrene by acylation reaction of
polystyrene with trifluoroacetic anhydride at 353 K in the
media of chlorinated aprotonic solvents.
2. The degree of substitution has a linear correlation
with the ratio trifluoroacetic anhydride : polystyrene.
3. In order to achieve a 70 % substitution of the
benzene ring in polystyrene units the molar ratio
polystyrene : trifluoroacetic anhydride : AlCl3 must be
1:2:4.4 moles correspondently.
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ÑÈÍÒÅÇ ÔËÓÎÐÎÍÎÂÀÍÎÃÎ ÏÎË²ÑÒÈÐÅÍÓ
Àíîòàö³ÿ. Àöèëþâàííÿì ïîë³ñòèðåíó òðèôëóîðîîöòîâèì àíã³äðèäîì ó ðîç÷èí³ àïðîòîííèõ ðîç÷èííèê³â (1,2äèõëîðåòàíó, õëîðîáåíçåíó) â ïðèñóòíîñò³ êèñëîòè Ëüþ¿ñà ÿê
êàòàë³çàòîðà áóëè îäåðæàí³ ôóîðîíîâàí³ ïîë³ñòèðåíè ç
òðèôëóîðîîöòîâèìè ôðàãìåíòàìè â áåíçîëüíîìó ê³ëüö³,
ïåðåâàæíî â ïîëîæåíí³ 4. Äëÿ äîñÿãíåííÿ 70 % çàì³ùåííÿ â
áåíçåíîâîìó ê³ëüö³ ìàêðîìîëåêóë ïîë³ñòèðåíó íåîáõ³äíî, ùîá
ñï³ââ³äíîøåííÿ ïîë³ñòèðåí:òðèôëóîðîîöòîâèé àíã³äðèä:AlCl3
áóëî â³äïîâ³äíî 1:2:4.4 ìîëü.
Êëþ÷îâ³ ñëîâà: ìîäèô³êàö³ÿ, ïîë³ñòèðåí, òðèôëóîðîîöòîâèé àíã³äðèä, ôëóîðîïîë³ìåðè

